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9/11 Homily SML 2016 Father Dan Swift St. Mary of the Lakes 
 
The Gospel of John, Chapter 1, Verses 1-5: 
 

In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 

He was in the beginning with God. 

All things came to be through him, 

and without him nothing came to be. 

What came to be 

through him was life, 

and this life was the light of the human race; 

the light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has 

not overcome it. 

 Fifteen years ago, with the blessing of Bishop Reiss, I was 

on a leave of absence, living and working in Roanoke, VA. 

Although the weather was crystal clear and the sky was blue 

along the East Coast that day, what an incredibly dark day it 

was beginning at 8:46 in the morning. 

1. Dan, I just heard on the radio that a plane hit the World 
Trade Center. 
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2. I watched the big screen at Allstate Cafeteria as a second 
plane hit the second tower. 

 

3. Dan, a plane just crashed into the Pentagon. 

4. Dan, a plane went down in Pennsylvania. 

5. The second tower fell. 

6. The first tower fell. 

7. Dan, you had better get home because your brother just 
dropped off Susan and Gregory and is securing the 
airspace over Philadelphia. 

 
8. Who is Osama bin Laden? The coward. 

9. Then you learned about this group of people called the 
Taliban, and how screwed up they are: how their women 
are treated like objects, made to live under a tent like 
burqa, how in the middle of a soccer match, at which the 
fans were forbidden to cheer, the game was stopped so 
everyone in attendance was made to watch a public 
hanging. 

  
10. Everyone the world over could easily put a face to the 

word “hate” for they are people filled with hate. 
 
11. And I remember standing on my front lawn and looking up 

to the night sky on September 11
th
 and how distinctly quiet 

it was not to hear an airplane. 
 
Although the weather was crystal clear and the sky was blue, 

what an incredibly dark day it was. But the light of Christ 
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shined in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome 

it. 

1. By that very afternoon, you could not drive down the street 
without seeing an American flag. 

 
2. Candles burned on front porches and spotlights shined on 

Old Glory. 
 

3. People drove with their headlights on. 
 

4. The airwaves were filled with a litany of Masses and 
prayer services being held in every church, synagogue 
and house of worship. St. Andrew’s, First Baptist, Second 
Presbyterian, St. John’s Episcopal. The list was endless. 

 
5. Candlelight processions and peace rallies were organized 

every night for a month. 
 

6. Our Blessed Lord raised up two mighty prophets of our 
time: United States President George W. Bush and New 
York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani. 

 
7. Divisions of political parties ceased, and side by side in 

the National Cathedral in Washington DC our country was 
led in prayer by President and Mrs. Bush, President and 
Mrs. Clinton, and Al and Mrs. Gore. 

 
8. Companies who closely watched the bottom line closed 

their doors and told their employees to go home to be with 
their families 
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9. Companies who were so paranoid not to violate the 
religious rights of their employees put down their fears and 
allowed their employees to kneel in prayer 

 
10. 501 © 3 organizations received billions and billions in 

charitable donations. 
 
11. An hour would not go by at work without receiving yet 

another 9/11 tribute to our country on the internet. 
 
12. And the world leaders came to the side of our President, 

some boldly, some timidly, but they came . . . and the US 
led war on terrorism began 

 
13. with a sense of humor I might add. I was in Washington, 

DC on Monday morning, October 8
th
, when the headline of 

The Washington Post carried the news of the US military 
offensive with one word, “Taliboom!” 

 
A country that seemed so dark on Tuesday, September 11

th
, 

2001 – by Friday, September 14
th
 was a country brilliant with 

light. Because the light of Christ shined in the darkness 

and the darkness did not overcome it. 

 One year later, in the face of the largest attack on 

American soil, where were we? 

 
By September 11, 2002, over 4.1 million babies were born in 
the U.S. Dozens of those babies were born to surviving family 
members of 9/11victims.  At least five were born to 9/11 
victims.  
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By 9/11/02, 2.4 million couples were married.  Over 200 million 
birthdays were celebrated.  On June 16, 2002, Edward and 
Clara Rumps of Wheaton, IL celebrated their 70th wedding 
anniversary. And over 60 million American students started 
school.  
 
By 9/11/02, Allied Forces had launched over 6,500 air strikes 
against enemy forces in Afghanistan.  11 Al Qaeda leaders 
were detained at the U.S. Naval Base in Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba. The Taliban, Afghanistan's ruling party that supported 
terrorism, was no more.  Over 365,000 men and women had 
joined the U.S. Armed Forces. 
 
By 9/11/02, the United States produced over $40.6 trillion in 
goods and services. U.S. farms produced $342.9 billion in 
goods and services.  U.S. non-farm businesses produced 
$33.9 trillion.  U.S. non-profit institutions produced $1.8 trillion.  
U.S. households produced $59.7 billion.  The U.S. government 
produced $4.5 trillion.  Yep - that's trillions.  
 
By 9/11/02, about 96,000 new jobs were created.  Over 1.2 
million U.S. men and women graduated from college.  The 
U.S. built 946,000 new homes.  2.5 million Americans started 
their first jobs. 
 
The 2002 Winter Olympics were held in Salt Lake City in the 
United States. The U.S. claimed 34 total medals. 
 
The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office granted more than 
155,000 patents to innovators.  Over 300 billion shares were 
traded on the New York Stock Exchange.  
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By 9/11/02, we celebrated Chanukah, Christmas, Rosh 
Hashanah, Ramadan, Easter and Independence Day.  
 
Americans will take the time they need to pay respect to the 

victims of 9/11 and their families.  We might feel the sadness of 

that day again, but tonight/this morning, we thank God 

because the light of Christ shined in the darkness and the 

darkness will never overcome it. 

 

God Bless America! 


